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PLANNING 
 
 

An advisory 
committee is now  
operating for the 
program.  The 
functions of this 
group as stated in 
2004 are: to link 
Belconnen arts and 
cultural groups and 
individuals; to be a 
strong link betw een 
the Belconnen 
Community Service 
Board and the 
community; and to 
provide the Board 
with information and 

recommendations on Belconnen arts and cultural needs and 
issues to assist the delivery of the Belconnen Arts & Culture 
Program. Such a group w as meant to have been formed in 2005, 
but to a certain extent its functions w ere being dealt w ith via the 
Cultural Centre Advisory Committee, the f ledgling Belconnen And 
Northern Arts Netw ork ACT (BANANA), and the Belconnen 
Festival committee. Now  that the particular functions of those 
groups are better delineated how ever, the advisory group f inally 
met in 2006, and it is anticipated that this group w ill now  meet 
quarterly, review  the arts and cultural development program 
funded by artsACT and run through Belconnen Community 
Service, investigate new  initiatives, and report to the BCS Board. It 
would not need to have an operational capacity, nor be concerned 
with HR issues or have direct involvement in staff ing and 

employment. Current members are draw n from a diverse range of 
interests and expertise, and include: 
 

·  Roslyn Dundas (BCS Board rep, Ausdance) 
·  Michael Weston (Tempo Theatre)  
·  Noonee Doronila (w riter, theatre practitioner, community) 
·  Elly Kent (BA NANA, young visual artist) 
·  Phil Nizette (community and environmental artist, activist) 
·  Jo Hollier (visual artist, Strathnairn committee) 
·  Gus Mpofu (musician, arts activist, African community) 

 
The Arts and Cultural Program w orker is also part of the 
Belconnen Community Service Management Team, and 
participates regularly in strategic planning for the w hole 
organisation. 
 
 
 

BUDGET NOTES 
 
 
Belconnen Community Service underw ent administrative changes 
in 2006 follow ing the appointment of a new  Director of Corporate 
Services, and this w as accompanied by a review  of accounts and 
payments across the w hole organisation, and how  allocations 
were made. This resulted in a f inancial year deficit in 2005/06 of 
$11,799 for the Arts and Culture Program. As funding for the 
program is calendar year, but organisational reporting is f inancial, 
this has lead to a necessity to recover this deficit over the term of 
the Mult i Year Funding Agreement, i.e. by Dec 2008. Current 
calculations indicate that there w ill be little problem in achieving 
this result. What w as previously referred to as “BCC subsidy” to 
the Arts and Culture Program has been w ithdraw n from the 
income pending a review  of the real costs that are borne by the 
organisation in supporting the various programs, of w hich 



������������		
� ��
 ����� ��� ���
�� 
�� �� �����	�� ����� ������� ������� ������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ����������������������� ��� ��

Community Arts and Culture is one. It is believed that once this 
review  process is complete and the cost centres charged to the 
programs, the true level of the “BCC Subsidy” can be determined 
and correctly allocated. The only major difference betw een the 
original and actual budgets in 2006 w as that Australia Council 
funding w as not applied for. This w as mainly offset by the income 
from the community theatre project for w hich it w as earmarked.  
 
Final audited statements and annual report for the period July 06 
to June 07 w ill be available after the Belconnen Community 
Service AGM, scheduled for Oct 16th 2007. 
 
 

TABLES AND STATISTICS 
 

1. Theatre use chart 
2. Theatre users origin chart 
3. Theatre use table 2006 and 2005 comparison 
4. The Theatre users 
5. Workshops 
6. Summary of Gallery exhibitions 
7. Total stats for Gallery 
8. Print media items table 
9. Annual totals 
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2006 THEATRE USE FIGURES 
 [2005 IN BRACKETS] 
total uses = 371 [277] 
performances= 174 [116] 
perf.per wk = 3.35 [2.23] 
average audience = 69 [68] 
average % capacity = 40% [39%] 
average audience/w k= 232 [152] 
  
USER TYPES   
callisthenics 5 
dance 42 
f ilm 14 
meetings and seminars 18 
music 13 
musical 12 
other performance 7 
poetry 3 
theatre 239 
youth theatre w k’shops 17 
  
USER ORIGINS   
local 270 
National + international 21 
BCS Programs 21 
ACT 59 

 
 

THEATRE USERS 2006  

POSITIVE STROKES 
CANBERRA FESTIVAL BALLET 
SCHOOL  

DIANE GILLARD FESTIVAL LAUNCH 
CPSU TOMAS FLAMENCO GROUP  
COMMUNITY DEVELOP. 
PROGRAM ACT CHILDRENS PLAN NETWORK 
FNA DAVID JONES 
DANE LIEPINS FILMS INTEGRATED DANCE PROJECT 
BCS AGM KOLAM MADUWA 
ATO WET SEASON 
DAVID FINNEGAN BANGLADESH CULTURAL TROUPE 
CSA ACTION CALISTHENICS 
CULT ADVISORY GRP CHILEAN CULTURAL ASS 
DIMA PEACOCK STUDIOS 
FAI DUNCAN SARGENT 
BANANA FAHAYOGA MUSIC OF JOY  
SAHAJA YOGA MARUKI 
HOZA FLAIRWEAR 
ACT SINGERS KARNATAKA ASSOC 
HINDU TEMPLE BUZZING PRODUCTIONS 
TUGPINDULAYAW CHILDRENS SERVICES 

BENGALI CULTURAL ASS 
NORTH CANBERRA CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION ASS 

MESSENGERS ICKLE PICKLE 
MFE PHOENIX PLAYERS 
YOUTH WEEK TEMPO 
BEST CLUB CYT 
CASD AUSBAN 
CASTAWAYS JUTE THEATRE 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WORKSHOPS number of workshops Unique participants 
Indigenous Dance Workshops 5 7 
Chilean Dance rehearsals 11 12 
Maruki Community Orchestra rehearsals 46 50 
Scribblers writing workshops 23 10 
Community Mural workshops 13 120 
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SUMMARY OF BELCONNEN GALLERY EXHIBITIONS 2006 
 
 

EXHIBITION 
   BUMP 

IN 
    BUMP 

OUT DESCRIPTION 
S. H. Sarath 
Paradise Man 

6/02/2006 24/02/2006 As part of the 2006 Multicultural Festival, 
the Gallery  hosted this Sri-Lankan artist 
who is much loved in his own country  -  a 
fabulous opening night with many  members 
of Canberra’s Sri-Lankan community  in 
attendance.  
This was the Inaugural exhibition from a 
new artist’s group established through the 
Belconnen Community  Arts and Cultural 
Development Program 
The exhibition included 2 and 3d wor ks 
from a variety  of Belconnen and Northern 
area artists selected with the involvement of  
3 Curators. 

BANANA 27/02/2006 10/03/2006 

  
Strathnairn Members 
Almost Square 

13/03/2006 31/03/2006 A selection of works from Strathnairn’s 
2005 members exhibition.  As well as 
having very  high visitor numbers, this 
exhibition marked the beginning of a much 
stronger relationship between the 
Belconnen Arts and Culture Program and 
Strathnairn. 

Youth Week 
exhibition Just add 
U 

3/04/2006 13/04/2006 In conjunction with Youth Week – an 
exhibition of collages from participants in 
the Bungee Youth Art program at 
Belconnen Community  Service. 

Easter break and 
painting of the 
gallery  

14/04/2006 25/04/2006 The Gallery  received its annual coat of 
paint. 

Gaida Macs 
Bitter Fruit 

26/04/2006 12/05/2006 This was a tremendously  successful 
exhibition that generated a large number of 
opening night sales.  Gaida Macs received 
the Belconnen Gallery  EASS award in 
2004.  

Dan Hollier 
Between Places 

15/05/2006 26/05/2006 Dan Hollier is a third generation exhibitor 
at Belconnen Gallery , the son of printmaker 
Joan Hollier and the Grandson of painters 
Dirk and Anne Bouma. In this exhibition, 
Dan explored the connections between 
shoes and small birds.   

Peter Sterns 
The Outback 

29/05/2006 9/06/2006 Local artist Peter Sterns mounted a stunning 
exhibition of landscapes.  Peter went on to 
participate as a visiting artists in Belconnen 
Gallery ’s ‘Gallery  on the go’ program. 

Renald’s Group 
Such is Life 

13/06/2006 23/06/2006 Another BCS outreach program, 
coordinated by  Renald Navilly .  High 
visitor numbers and a great day time 
opening. 

BCS School Aged 
Care 
Through Chi ldren’s 
Eyes 

26/06/2006 30/06/2006 Well supported by  the School Aged Care 
crew and popular with gallery  visitors. 

Naidoc Week 
Duncan Smith and 
Family  
Connections 

3/07/2006 21/07/2006 This was the Gallery ’s only  Indigenous 
exhibition for the year.  V quiet opening 
night which included performances by  
Duncan’s family  group The Wiradjuri 
Echoes. The proceeds of all sales were once 
again donated to Canteen. The exhibition 
attracted high visitor numbers. 

Jessup, Verhelst, 
Riddell 
Fybermotion 

31/07/2006 11/08/2006 Fantastic 3 dimensional work  - looked 
great in the gallery  

Jennifer Phillips 
Digital Beginnings 

14/08/2006 1/09/2006 Very  good feedback from gallery  visitors – 
popular exhibition, good opening night 

Jo Hollier 
Chapters 

4/09/2006 15/09/2006 Another beautiful exhibition from this 
highly  professional artist. 

Kat Newbury   
Chapters 

18/09/2006 29/09/2006 The second exhibition from this emerging 
artist, whose increased confidence, resulting 
from her successful first Belconnen Gallery  
exhibition, assisted her entry  to art school in 
2006  

BCS Open Art 
exhibition 
Moments of in-
between 

3/10/2006 20/10/2006 This exhibition was held In conjunction 
with Mental Health Week. These emerging 
artists, current clients of the BCS Open Art 
Program, gained in confidence and 
exhibition ready  skills. 

EASS - Rosemary  
von Behrens 
Barking up a Gum 
Tree 

23/10/2006 10/11/2006 Opened by  Senator Bob Brown – high 
opening crowd numbers for 3pm opening.  
High visitor numbers. 

MV Network 
Wasteland 

13/11/2006 24/11/2006 
& 4/12/06 - 

Jan07 

Inaugural exhibition – fantastic 
photographic work – rewarding curatorial 
process – exhibition booked for 
Tuggeranong in July  2007 

BEAN Annual 
exhibition 

27/11/2006 1/12/2006 community  group exhibition 
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TOTALS FOR BELCONNEN GALLERY 06 
 
NUMBER OF OPEN DAYS (ACTUAL) 191 
UNIQUE PARTICIPANTS 176 
TOTAL VISITORS 11,754 
AVERAGE VISITORS PER DAY OPEN 62 

�
�

PRINT M EDIA ITEMS 2006  

The Chronicle: 48 
Canberra Times 73 
City News 52 
The Word 14 
Capital Express 2 
BMA 3 
Artwork 1 
Pahana Light & Life (Sri Lanka) 1 
ACT Legislative Assembly Hansard 1 
Belconnen Community Newsletters 4 
Arts Around Canberra 10 
Art Gallery Guide 1 
Posters, catalogues and Invites 23 
   

 TOTAL 233 
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Local artist Jo Hollier paints the Chief Minister  
at the Belconnen Festival 

 

 
 

The Belconnen Festival cow 
[all photographs by Jan Wawrzynczak unless credited] 


