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COMMUNITY CULTURAL PROJECTS  
 
 
 
In 2006 the program started a “mobile gallery” w ith initial funding 

from Seniors Grants. The cultural 
needs of Belconnen’s Senior 
citizens extend beyond the 

confines of the Gallery space. “Gallery on the Go” engages 
seniors w ho are unable to visit the Gallery at places w here they 
already congregate for other purposes. The curator takes several 
art w orks and, where 
possible the artist, to 
the people to show  
the art and to engage 
senior citizens in 
discussion about 
local contemporary 
art and its relevance 
to their lives.  Visits 
consist of a 
presentation of the art 
with a tw enty minute 
talk, an introduction 
to the artists, w here 
possible, and general 
discussion w ith 
seniors about their 
ow n involvement, 
past or present, in art 
and cultural life. We 
anticipate the 
development of follow  

up programs after the conclusion and evaluation of “Gallery on the 
Go”. 
 
 
 
The Arts and Cultural 
Development Program 
worked on resourcing and 

continuing the popular 
Scribblers group at 
Belconnen Community 
Centre, continue poetry 
programs and look at 
expanding this for seniors. 
Scribblers received venue 
support for its fortnightly 
gatherings, some assistance 
with artist fees for special 
workshops, and support for 
applications. Tw o poetry nights were held in the Theatre, one 
called “Who’s Laughing Now ”, w ith 8 comic poets and an open mic 
session; the second involved readings by local poets and writers 
from the Philippines. 
 
 
 

A community music 
partnership development. 
The Maruki Community 
Orchestra is seeking to 

become a pivotal cultural identity of Canberra providing the 
community w ith an exciting and accessible musical experience, 
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and the opportunity for all w ho are interested to become involved 
in its production and w ork. They have chosen the Belconnen 
Community Centre Theatre as a rehearsal and primary concert 
venue. During 2006 w e worked w ith them to build a strong 
Belconnen community involvement and commitment. MCO is a 
serious orchestra devoted to players who are very much 
representative of the Canberra community, w ho have strong 

interests in playing classical musical instruments in an orchestra 
environment, but w ho are either not skilled and/or do not qualify to 
play in the other Canberra orchestra and music framew orks. 
Maruki w ill add enormously to the value of the arts program. 
Concerts and rehearsals have taken place throughout 2005-06, a 
program booked for 2007, and they w ill play a pivotal role in the 
African Sanctus project in 2007. 
 
 
 

The Arts and Culture Program 
has been heavily involved in 
the Belconnen Festival since it 

commenced being organised through the Belconnen Community 
Centre in 2004. Apart 
from its role w ith staging 
and organisation, it is 
responsible for the 
performance program on 
3 stages, and seeks to 
maximise the involvement 
of local artists and 
community groups in this 
increasingly popular 
event. In Nov 2006 
performers included The 

Fuelers, As Famous As The Moon, local favourite Ashleigh 
Mannix, Johnny Huckle, HOZA and Drumassault, w ith community 
acts Maruki Community Orchestra, Ginninderra Wind Orchestra, 
Yut Hung Kung Fu Academy, and Flairw ear wearable art show , 
while the separate dance stage hosted 10 groups from Warehouse 
Circus to belly dance, 
and from Chile to the 
Pacif ic Islands. Our 
research has shown 
that the performances 
are a key element in 
attracting people to 
the Festival.
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Belconnen and Northern Arts Netw ork 
ACT came into being from a number of 
public meetings in 2005, and received 
support and assistance from the Arts 

and Culture Program. BANANA’s goals are to:  
·  gather relevant information, communicate it and promote 

arts and cultural activities for the benefit of members 
·  support artists and arts organisations 
·  enable forums, w orkshops and other ‘exchange’ 

opportunities for the benefit of members 
·  inform netw ork members of arts and cultural resources 
·  advocate and lobby on behalf of network members, and 
·  establish, sustain and build membership of the netw ork. 
 

 
 

BANANA is now  established as a sub-committee of Belconnen 
Community Council.  Follow ing its public presence at the 
Belconnen Festival in November 2005, THE BA NANA PARTY at 
the Belconnen Gallery and Theatre became its f irst major event, 
from 1-10 March 2006. It included an exhibition of 2d and 3d 
works by some 30 local art ists at the Belconnen Gallery, Theatre, 
and Community Centre, combined w ith short f ilm and 
performances of music, poetry and theatre. The Party w as an 
opportunity for many artists to get together, possibly for the f irst 
time, and see each others’ w ork, and to be introduced to and 
encouraged to join BANANA.  A funding seminar and another 
event at Belconnen Markets took place during the year. There is a 
great deal of interest, but the organisation remains fairly loose at 
this time, and needs to consider its best methods of operation, as 
it is independent from the funded program at BCC. 
 
 
 
Belconnen Theatre and Gallery w ere once again venues for the 

National Mult icultural Festival, in 
a 3 w ay partnership w ith Kultour, 

the national multicultural touring netw ork, w hich brought JUTE 
theatre’s “My of Course Life” from Queensland; Faha Yoga’s 
“Music of Joy” concert; and the Bangladesh Cultural Troupe; as 
well as a popular exhibit ion of paintings by SH Sarath visiting from 
Sri Lanka. 
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This project began as a proposal to repaint the three murals on the 
front of Belconnen Community Centre as part of marking the 40th 
birthday of Belconnen. 4 community artists have been engaged to 
work on the mural designs. They are Phil Nizette, Nasser Palangi, 

Duncan Smith, and 
Kurt Laurenson. All 
four have had 

extensive experience in producing public and community based art 
works, and have long term established links to Belconnen and the 
Community Centre. Chief Minister John Stanhope introduced the 
artists and the process at the Belconnen Festival launch on 26 
October, 2006. The artists then w orked w ith 120 community 
members in 13 different w orkshop groups to develop designs, 
concepts, photographs, and draw ings. The designs have now  
been put into a composite image, giving an impression of how  it 
will look on the w all at Belconnen Community Centre. The painting 
and mounting of the panels w ill commence in early 2007, and the 
whole mural is expected to be completed by Easter. 

 
 
Draft impression of the mural at Belconnen Community Centre 
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Break dance crew s, Hip Hop artists, and individual dancers strut 
their stuff in dance at the Belconnen Theatre! This free event was 
presented by U Turn Youth Service in Belconnen as part of 

National Youth Week on 
Friday, April 07, 2006. 
National Youth Week 

provided an ideal opportunity for young people to enjoy and 
participate in the “street culture” of Canberra in an art form that is 
popular and crosses cultural boundaries, in a youth friendly 
environment. The event, believed to be the f irst of this type in 
Canberra, invited and encouraged young people to see their peers 

perform w ith a 
view  to inspiring 
and developing 
break-dance in 
ACT youth, and 
showcasing the 
talents of those 
already involved. 
The event 
focused on a 
particular interest 
group and help 
give increased 
status to this 
activity, w hich is 
by and large a 
youth based and 
init iated activity 
that goes 
unrecognised in 
the w ider 
community in 
Canberra. 

 
Wasteland aims to provide a catalyst for artists and communities 

as individuals and groups 
to express their relationship 
to the environment 

including and betw een Western Sydney and the ACT. This stretch 
of landscape is view ed as a space to be traversed betw een two 
destinations – a w asteland to pass through.  Lines of beauty and 
despair are sped past, the natural and built positive space blurring 
into negative space.  
  
Wasteland is a project of the MV Netw ork, a federation of regional 
arts facilities and presenters bonded by the M5 motorw ay, 
stretching from the Casula Pow erhouse in Western Sydney 
through Campbelltow n and the Southern Tablelands to Canberra 
and Queanbeyan. The Wasteland exhibit ion at Belconnen is the 
f irst stage in a mult i phase project that w ill see each of the 
members interpret the Wasteland theme, culminating in a major 
exhibition at the Casula Pow erhouse in 2007. 
 
Gallery curator Anni Doyle put together a stunning collection for 
Belconnen’s show ing of Wasteland, w ith artists Luisa Abello, Jenni 
Kemarre Martiniello, 
Nasser Palangi, Geri 
Johnstone, Ian Haynes, 
Sheila Keunen, Barbie 
Robinson, Jennifer 
Phillips, Kathleen Fisher, 
and Susan Henderson. 
 
 
Image by Kathleen Fisher 
from Wasteland at 
Belconnen Gallery 
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Canberra’s f irst Latino Folk Festival celebrated Chile on the 22nd 
and 23rd of September, w ith more than 90 local, national, and 
international artists converging at the Belconnen Theatre. The 
festival packed plenty of Chilean culture into tw o days, including 

dance, song, drama, 
poetry, demonstrations and 
children’s games, along 

with mouth-w atering authentic Chilean home cooking and w ine. 
The Chilean Cultural Association of Canberra organised the 
festival in collaboration w ith the Arts and Culture Program. 
International guest of honour w as Lilia Beltrán, celebrated folklor ist 
poet and craftswoman, direct from Chile. Lilia w as joined by local 
talent including former members of performance group, Telares, 
Hernan Flores, Janis Carter, and Imogen Granw al, appearing 
under the name “Dos Y Plus”. Local favourites, The Felicianos and 

Marisol Pacheco, along w ith  members of the local Chilean 
community w ere also involved in the program. 
 
 

  
Arcane Secrets was Canberra 
Youth Theatre’s show  for the 
Celebrate Canberra Festival in 
March 2006. It w as described 
as “the biggest side-show  alley 

of live performance and music 
in any style/genre, video, 
visual art, sculpture, mask 
work and performance art this 
city has ever seen.”  The Arts 
and Culture Program  w orked 
with young people in local high 
schools to bring them in to this 
community project w ith over 
100 young people from 
different communit ies, youth 
and community w orkers and 
artists and arts workers from 
across the ACT.  
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