COMMUNITY CULTURAL PROJECTS

In 2006 the program started a “mobile gallery” w ith initial funding

from Seniors Grants. The cultural
needs of Belconnen’s Senior
citizens extend beyond the

confines of the Gallery space. “Gallery on the Go” engages
seniors w ho are unable to visit the Gallery at places w here they
already congregate for other purposes. The curator takes several

artw orks and, where
possible the artist, to
the people to show
the art and to engage
senior citizens in
discussion about
local contemporary
art and its relevance
to their lives. Visits
consist of a
presentation of the art
with a tw enty minute
talk, an introduction
to the artists, w here
possible, and general
discussion w ith
seniors about their
ow n involvement,
past or present, in art
and cultural life. We
anticipate the
development of follow

Cr77 wew L -f"/é/
. A

A Canberra

B “THE Dutback” js s debut exhihition
worthy of a good first andience, Latvian- I
barn Petm_' Sterns arrived in Anstralia via
gfrn_]an}f in 1956, His childhood interest in
p;::l;i:f _nmiturnrl n 1395 into an enduring

tice in ’ i pely
el Andscape pmut-ma. Largely

Sterns cites
Warwick
Fuller,
Kevin Best
and Graham
Charlton as
his favourite
Anstralian
artists, He
isa kean
ohaarver

af all that
lies outside
Australia's
biilt enwi-

rontment,

Hiz exhibition is an & | E ]

and runs until .Iu.n:l! :1.[ o R :::]

up programs after the conclusion and evaluation of “Gallery on the
Go”.

~ Al n ;'F"J-'"n. S .-.'
The Arts and Cultural v AN ETLMES c-f-’-ff u:ffn_u;_-
Development Program ! ;ﬁ
worked on resourcing and . ok
i ¥ il .
: 15".ﬂ_ 2 iy
. HELEN MUSA
continuing the popular -Copltal Life - .
| s ——
i |

Scribblers group at
Belconnen Community
Centre, continue poetry
programs and look at
expanding this for seniors.
Scribblers received venue
support for its fortnightly
gatherings, some assistance
with artist fees for special

workshops, and supportfor
applications. Tw o poetry nights were held in the Theatre, one

called “Who’s Laughing Now ", w ith 8 comic poets and an open mic
session; the second involved readings by local poets and writers

fromthe Philippines.

BELCONNEN Theatre will be doing its
bit for winter Blues today by gathering
together Canberra’s funniest poets for a
comedy night. Featured poets inchade Mick
O'Gorman, John Van De Graaff, Maris
Josey, Dennls Thomas, Jean Mclntyre,
Michael Fitegerald-Clartke, Michell [oe,
and fo Forestier. [t's on from T.30pm at
Beleonnen Theatre, Swanson Court, Rel-
comnen. Tickets: 55, at the door

A community music
partnership development.
The Maruki Community
Orchestra is seeking to
become a pivotal cultural ide ntity of Canberra providing the
community with an exciting and accessible musical experience,



and the opportunity for allw ho are interested to become involved
in its production and w ork. They have chosen the Belconnen
Community Centre Theatre as a rehearsal and primary concert
venue. During 2006 w e worked w ith themto build a strong
Belconnen community involvement and commitment. MCO is a
serious orchestra devoted to players who are very much
representative of the Canberra community, w ho have strong

environment, but w ho are either not skilled and/or do not qualify to
play in the other Canberra orchestra and music framew orks.
Maruki w ill add enor mously to the value of the arts program.
Concerts and rehearsals have taken place throughout 2005-06, a
program booked for 2007, and they will play a pivotal role in the
African Sanctus project in 2007.

The Arts and Culture Program

has been heavily involved in

the Belconnen Festival since it
commenced being organised through the Belconnen Community
Centre in 2004. Apart
fromits role with staging
and organisation, it is
responsible for the
performance program on
3 stages, and seeks to
maximise the involve ment
of local artists and
community groups in this
increasingly popular
event. In Nov 2006

" performers included The

Fuelers, As Famous As The Moon, local favourite Ashleigh
Mannix, Johnny Huckle, HOZA and Drumassault, w ith commu nity
acts Maruki Community Orchestra, Ginninderra Wind Orchestra,
Y ut Hung Kung Fu Academy, and Flairw ear wearable art show,
while the separate dance stage hosted 10 groups from Warehouse
Circus to belly dance,
and from Chile to the
Pacific Islands. Our
research has shown
that the performances
are a key element in
attracting people to
the Festival.
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Belconnen and Northern Arts Netw ork
ACT came into being from a number of
public meetings in 2005, and received
support and assistance fromthe Arts
lture Program. BANANA's goals are to:
gather relevant information, communicate it and promote
arts and cultural activities for the benefit of members
support artists and arts organisations
enable forums, w orkshops and other ‘exchange’
opportunities for the benefit of members
inform netw ork members of arts and cultural resources
advocate and lobby on behalf of network members, and
establish, sustain and build membership of the netw ork.

BANANA is now established as a sub-committee of Belconnen
Community Council. Follow ing its public presence at the
Belconnen Festival in November 2005, THE BANANA PARTY at
the Belconnen Gallery and Theatre became its first major event,
from 1-10 March 2006. It included an exhibition of 2d and 3d
works by some 30 local artists at the Belconnen Gallery, Theatre,
and Community Centre, combined w ith short film and
performances of music, poetry and theatre. The Party was an
opportunity for many artists to get together, possibly for the first
time, and see each others’ work, and to be introduced to and
encouraged to join BANANA. A funding seminar and another
event at Belconnen Markets took place during the year. There is a
great deal of interest, but the organisation remains fairly loose at
this time, and needs to consider its best methods of operation, as
it is independent fromthe funded programat BCC.

Belconnen Theatre and Gallery w ere once again venues for the
National Multicultural Festival, in
a 3w ay partnership w ith Kultour,
the national multicultural touring netw ork, w hich brought JUTE
theatre’s “My of Course Life” from Queensland; Faha Yoga's
“Music of Joy” concert; and the Bangladesh Cultural Troupe; as
well as a popular exhibition of paintings by SH Sarath visiting from

Sri Lanka.



OME-WOMAN SHOW: An assured amd fociusaed Tond allayialis as Alithea

A gentle migrant's tale

Ay O Couirse Life, written and performed by
Tani Allayialis, directed by Maryanne Lynch,
for the Just Us Theatre Ensambis, at the
National Multicultural Festival, Balconnen
Cosnrmuinity T hatee, Lntil tomor o,

M Y OF COTRSE LIFE §s 5 gentle plece
with a fierce centre, It traces the
struggles of & woman of Greek and
Croatian ancestry coming to understand
her family. She 15 safe on a Queensland
shore, even if the father of her tvo children
iz no longer with her. But the haed lves ol
her ancestors are a different Sory,

15 a ome-womsa i show with o wirm stage
draped in fishing nets and suwrounded by
sand and shells. Water poured repeatedly
from buckets is a soothing underpinning of
stories thal range from the humorous to the
savage. In the centre is the trunk of the
eternsl emigrant.

Toni Allavialis is assured and focosed in
her many roles, particularly strong as the
ancestor who chooses death while her
daughter sails away to freedom. Many of

CANBRERA T ree’S

these women have hard lives and hard
choleas and the: show i5 pood at making
these clear. Meanwhile; In Queensiand, in
the prasent, the baby locks himsell in the
house and the mad aunties, with their idio
dog, cawse havoc and the famlly fighis;
saficly in Australis until if I8 time mw see In
thve New Year

Thiere's sometimes a littde lapse of ensrgy
with the costume changes; but the singing
and the humour soan pick up the pace
again,

A thoughtiel play, worth your time,
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This project began as a proposal to repaint the three murals on the
front of Belconnen Community Centre as part of marking the 40th
birthday of Belconnen. 4 community artists have been engaged to
work on the mural designs. They are Phil Nizette, Nasser Palangi,

Duncan Smith, and

Kurt Laurenson. All

four have had
extensive experience in producing public and community based art
works, and have long term established links to Belconnen and the
Community Centre. Chief Minister John Stanhope introduced the
artists and the process at the Belconnen Festival launch on 26
October, 2006. The artists then w arked w ith 120 community
members in 13 differentw orkshop groups to develop designs,
concepts, photographs, and draw ings. The designs have now
been put into a composite image, giving an impression of how it
will look on the w all at Belconnen Community Centre. The painting
and mounting of the panels will commence in early 2007, and the
whole mural is expected to be completed by Easter.

Draft impression of the mural at Belconnen Community Centre



Break dance crew s, Hip Hop artists, and individual dancers strut
their stuff in dance at the Belconnen Theatre! This free eventwas
presented by U Turn Youth Service in Belconnen as part of
National Y outh Week on
Friday, April 07, 2006.
National Youth Week
provided an ideal opportunity for young people to enjoy and
participate in the “street culture” of Canberra in an art formthat is
popular and crosses cultural boundaries, in a youth friendly
environment. The event, believed to be the first of this type in
Canberra, invited and encouraged young people to see their peers
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performw ith a
view to inspiring
and developing
break-dance in
ACT youth, and
showcasing the
talents of those
already involved.
The event
focused on a
particular interest
group and help
give increased
status to this
activity, w hich is
by and large a
youth based and
initiated activity
that goes
unrecognised in
the wider
community in
Canberra.

Wasteland aims to provide a catalyst for artists and communities
as individuals and groups
to express their relationship
to the environment
including and betw een Western Sydney and the ACT. This stretch
of landscape is view ed as a space to be traversed betw een two
destinations — a w asteland to pass through. Lines of beauty and
despair are sped past, the natural and built positive space blurring
into negative space.

Wasteland is a project of the MV Netw ork, a federation of regional
arts facilities and presenters bonded by the M5 motorw ay,
stretching fromthe Casula Pow erhouse in Western Sydney
through Campbelltow n and the Southern Tablelands to Canberra
and Queanbeyan. The Wasteland exhibition at Belconnen is the
first stage in a multi phase project that will see each of the
members interpret the Wasteland theme, culminating in a major
exhibition at the Casula Pow erhouse in 2007.

Gallery curator Anni Doyle put together a stunning collection for
Belconnen’s show ing of Wasteland, w ith artists Luisa Abello, Jenni
Kemarre Martiniello,
Nasser Palangi, Geri
Johnstone, lan Haynes,
Sheila Keunen, Barbie
Robinson, Jennifer
Phillips, Kathleen Fisher,
and Susan Henderson.

Image by Kathleen Fsher
from Wasteland at
Belconnen Gallery




Canberra’s first Latino Folk Festival celebrated Chile on the 22nd
and 23rd of September, with more than 90 local, national, and
international artists converging at the Belconnen Theatre. The
festival packed plenty of Chilean culture into tw o days, including
dance, song, drama,
poetry, demonstrations and
children’s games, along
with mouth-w atering authentic Chilean home cooking and w ine.
The Chilean Cultural Association of Canberra organised the
festival in collaboration w ith the Arts and Culture Program.
International guest of honour w as Lilia Beltran, celebrated folklorist
poet and craftswoman, direct from Chile. Lilia w as joined by local
talent including former members of performance group, Telares,
Hernan Flores, Janis Carter, and Imogen Granw al, appearing
under the name “Dos Y Plus”. Local favourites, The Felicianos and

Marisol Pacheco, along with members of the local Chilean
community w ere also involved in the program.

Arcane Secrets was Canberra
Y outh Theatre’'s show for the
Celebrate Canberra Festival in
March 2006. It w as described
as “the biggest side-show alley

of live performance and music
in any style/genre, video,
visual art, sculpture, mask
work and performance art this
city has ever seen.” The Arts
and Culture Program w orked
with young people in local high
schools to bring themin to this
community projectw ith over
100 young people from
different communities, youth
and community w orkers and
artists and arts workers from
across the ACT.



