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[Image by Ian H aynes “Cerulean Apocalypse (Revelati on of Hidden Things)” 
 - part of the Wasteland Exh ibition at Belconnen Ga llery] 
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The key principles of the program are: 

·  To ensure that inclusive, transparent and culturally 
inspiring processes are utilized to achieve outputs and 
outcomes for the community. 

·  To ensure that the program will target diverse groups and 
foster their ability to express themselves creatively. 

·  To involve participants in all aspects of the program 
(planning, implementation, and evaluation). 

·  To build community connectedness. 
 
These underlying principles are being carried forward through the 
program for 2006-08.  
 
Above all, the Arts and Culture Program holds to one basic tenet: 
venues and infrastructure do not create the cultural life of a region 
– people do. 
�
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Image from Jo Hollier exhibition at Belconnen Gallery – “Chapters”�
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INTRODUCTION 
 
2006 saw  the 1st year of a multi year funding agreement w ith 
artsACT, and the 2nd year of funding for a full time arts and cultural 
worker. It became clear during the year that a number of targets 
suggested by the Business Plan w ould be achieved much earlier 
than expected, particularly w ith numbers of audience and 
participants in the Theatre and Gallery, w hich reached 2008 target 
levels before the end of the year, and prompted the employment of 
more part t ime stuff and a search for alternative venues. Projects 
undertaken also blossomed, as more individuals, groups, and 
Centre programs became aw are of the many possibilities 
presented by the facilities, support, and artists brought together by 
the Community Arts and Culture Program. Many important 
connections w ere also made or begun w ithin Belconnen, w ith 
other arts facilities, groups, and organisations; across the ACT, 
with a number of partnerships; regionally w ith the MV Netw ork; 
and nationally as ACT representative for Kultour. 
 
Clearly there is a full and diverse demand for extensive cultural 
services in Belconnen, many opportunities for growing audiences 
and participants, a number of signif icant local artists, and a 
building capacity to support arts and cultural activity on a 
widespread level. The Program based at BCC has take a clear 
stance that it is not the “centre” of activity, rather an initiating, 
linking, and support node. The funding made available from 
artsACT has given an enormous boost to the ability of the 
Community Arts and Culture program to provide and plan for 
services in the Belconnen community.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE VENUES 
 
 
The Gallery has become a key element of arts in Belconnen w ith 
CCD objectives strongly underpinning the focus of the program. 

The w ork exhibited in 
all cases has been of 
high quality and 

excellence at all t imes. The location of the gallery encourages 
many Belconnen residents w ho have not previously had an 
interest in visual art to have a look. Ev idence of this has been 
provided by the installation of a people counter in April 05, 
show ing that over 12,000 people visited the Gallery in 2006. 
Curator Anni Doyle-Waw rzynczak has a unique approach to each 
exhibition, and provides signif icant support to the artists and 
groups.  
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The gallery program far exceeded its proposed targets in 2006. 
There w ere 19 exhibitions including: solo show s from local 
emerging and established artists w ith 2 and 3 dimensional w ork; 
group shows including inaugural exhibitions from BANANA and 
the MV Netw ork, both initiatives of the Belconnen Community 
Centre’s Arts and Culture Program; exhibitions w hich celebrated 
signif icant events in the community calendar including a family 

exhibition for NAIDOC w eek, a Youth Week exhibition, a group 
show  to mark Mental Health Week and an exhibit ion from a 
signif icant Sri-Lankan art ist to celebrate the Multicultural Festival; 
an exhibit ion from the 2006 EASS aw ardee which w as opened by 
Senator Bob Brow n, an exhibition of children’s art w orks and a 
show ing of the best of Strathnairn’s 2005 Member’s exhibition. 
Media in exhibit ion throughout the year included painting, draw ing, 
3 dimensional w orks in textiles, bronze, paper, w ood, ceramics 
and found objects, digitally manipulated w orks, photographs and 
installation art.   Visitors to opening events w ere treated to intense 
cultural experiences including a traditional Sri-Lankan lamp, drums 
and conch calling ceremony, music and dance from Wiradjuri 

Echoes,  a Chinese Erhu performance and rap and break dance 
routines.   
 
 

 
The Gallery’s Gallery on the Go program began to take art and 
artists into the community w ith an inaugural visit to the West 
Belconnen Leagues Club Senior Cit izens meeting. More such 
visits are planned for 2007, and Gallery on the Go is expected to 
make an increasing impact in taking art into the community. Co-
operative links w ere strengthened betw een the Gallery and 
Strathnairn Artist’s Co-operative, BEA N, local Indigenous artists 
and local youth.  Finally, the Gallery continued to afford exhibition 
opportunities to a number of emerging artists w ho may not 
otherw ise have been able to exhibit their w ork to the general 
public. 
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There are four initiat ives currently 
operating: 

 
o Support for the theatre as a venue that can be hired out to 

independent performance groups. 
o Building a Belconnen based community theatre initiative 

that seeks to engage a range of age groups w ith theatrical 
interest in the production of their ow n w ork. 

o Promoting, attracting, and supporting a diverse range of 
new  groups to use the theatre. 

o Forming partnerships w ith established organizations 
throughout the ACT to use the venue regularly. 

 
The reduced rates and simplif ied technical operation of the theatre 
have opened up more possibilit ies for one-off hirers to much more 
easily set up performances, and this has been reflected in the 
enormous increase in use from April 2005, w hen these changes 
were made. The Theatre had 370 uses in 2006, and has 361 
bookings for 2007. We expect to enter negotiations w ith local 
colleges to make use of their facilities in an attempt to try to satisfy 
local need in the interim per iod before the new  Cultural Centre is 
available. 

 

An initial target of 400 audience members per month w as set for 
2005, and a target set to double this audience by 2008.  How ever, 
audiences in 2006 already averaged 1,000 per month. Similarly, 
participants in programs in the Theatre w ere targeted at 1,300 for 
2008, but had already reached 1,600 by the end of the year. 

Community Theatre initiat ives have view ed the Theatre as a 
regional focus for creative energy and concentrating creative drive. 
The development program had aimed to encourage and foster 
projects to draw  on local desire and experience in broadly 
attractive areas of activity such as dance/ amateur theatre/ young 
people’s theatre/ community theatre. It w as rapidly discovered that 
these activities w ere already developing and needed logistical, 
venue, mentoring, and technical support. New  development of 
local theatre has now  sw itched to supporting existing groups such 
as Tempo, Phoenix, Child Play, and Ickle Pickle, and the WET 
Season (see below). 

We have now  successfully staged tw o community theatre shows 
at Christmas. The shows, in partnership w ith Ickle Pickle, are 
original w orks w ith large casts in an updated pantomime form, 
draw ing large family audiences to the Theatre, and designed to be 
exceptionally good value for money and very accessible. This has 
already proven beneficial 
in terms of participants 
and audiences, and w e 
now  have theatre for and 
by children in every 
school holiday. 

�
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In 2006, w e employed a part time 
Community Theatre Support w orker. We 
came up w ith a new  program, the WET 
Season, w hich w ould make the resources 
of the Belconnen Theatre available to a 
number of emerging theatre artists 
working in Canberra. Our goal w as not to 
create new  groups, but to assist those 
artists who are already making theatre 
outside of existing programs. To this end 
a number of meetings and w orkshops 
were held tow ards the end of the year, 
overwhelmingly w ell attended. We w ant to 
encourage groups w ho are doing 
interesting, original and unusual theatre. 
These w ill be gathered under the umbrella 
title of the Wave Edge Theory program, or 
the WET Season, but the only linking 
point betw een them is that they are all the 
work of emerging rather than established 
artists. The 9 groups producing w ork as 
part of the WET Season w ill come from 
tw o streams. The f irst stream w ill consist 
of younger groups and f irst time theatre-
makers w ith very little practical experience 
in producing w ork. This includes 
graduating students from 3 local colleges 
in Belconnen, part of a move to increase 
our connections w ith arts and cultural 
activity throughout our region. The second 
stream w ill consist of groups who have 
some years’ experience in creating and producing theatre, but are 
still w ithin their f irst f ive years of practice. 

Groups producing w ork under the banner of 
the WET Season w ill be supported by 
Belconnen Theatre in a number of w ays. 
These include: 
 

·  Promotion in a WET Season f lier, 
produced and distributed by the 
Belconnen Theatre 

·  Administrative support and assistance 
in planning and budgeting the 
production 

·  Promotion assistance from David 
Finnigan – press releases, marketing 
advice and liaising w ith journalists 

·  Artistic mentoring w ith professional 
artists, sourced through Belconnen 
Theatre 

·  Contacts w ith other venues and 
companies in the ACT 

·  Technical support and training 
·  The Venue itself 
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2006 saw  greatly increased 
levels of activity, w ith new 
groups and users. The 
Theatre is now  seen as a 
great local resource w ith 
diverse programming, 
attractive to niche audiences. 
The Belconnen Theatre 
continues to be one of the 
cheapest equipped 
performance venues in 
Australia to promote 
accessibility, and this policy 
has so far been outstandingly 
successful, w ith demand far 
outstripping supply. The 
Theatre is run as an 
accessible community space 
rather than as a commercial 
venue and this is expected to 
continue through the funding 
period.  With the imminent 
arrival of new performance 
spaces in Belconnen it is 
anticipated that the current 
Theatre w ill change its focus 
and become a smaller sized 
alternative and accessible 
performance space 
appropriate for developing 

and emerging art ists and companies, cultural groups and more 
intimate performance.   

The current technical set-up of the Theatre is designed to 
accommodate the lighting, sound and staging needs of one-off 
and inexperienced theatre users, w hilst allow ing experienced 

users to adapt the space to their needs.  It  is essential to its 
accessibility to provide basic technical support and to upgrade and 
maintain technical equipment. As the venue itself is not part of the 
funded Arts and Culture Program, it is increasingly necessary to 
seek solutions to essential upgrade and maintenance w ork w ithout 
making the theatre inaccessible to the community through rising 
costs.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


